NEWBURYPORT,  APRIL  15,  TWO  O’CLCK. 


APPALLING  CIRCUMSTANCE ! 


THE 


It' 


PRESIDENT  DEAD ! 


lscat>e  of  the  Murderer ! 


attempt  on  the  life  of  sec¬ 
retary  SEWARD. 


j\  Wilkes  Booth,  the  Actor,  the 
Assassin. 


[to  THE  A8BOCIA*SiD  PHE88  ) 

Washington,  April  14.  President  Lincoln  and  wife 
visited  the  theatre  this  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  wit¬ 
nessing  the  performance  cf  tue  American  Cousin.  It 
was  announced  in  the  papers  that  Gen.  Grant  would 
also  be  present,  but  that  gin'leman  tools  the  late  train 
of  cars  for  New  Jersey.  The  theatre  was  den-ely 
crowded,  and  every  body  seemed  delight'd  with  the 
scene  before  them.  During  the  third  acr,  and  while 
there  was  a  temporary  pause  for  one  of  the  actors  to 
enter,  a  sharp  report  of  a  pistol  was  heard,  which 
merely  attracted  attention,  hut  suggested  nothing  set f- 
ous  until  a  man  rushed  to  the  front  of  the  President’s 
box,  waving  a  long  dagger  in  his  right  hand,  exclaim¬ 
ing  “  Sf'c  semper  tyrannis\”  and  immediately  leaped 
from  the  box,  whuh  was  in  the  eeeond  tier,  to  the 
atage  beneath  and  ran  across  to  the  opposite  side,  mak- 
Bi»  escape  amid  the  bewilderment  of  the  audience 
from  the  rear  of  the  theatrepsriBTTncrainirg  a  ho»se, 
fled. 

The  screams  of  Mrs.  Lincoln  first  disclosed  the  fpet 
to  the  audience  that  the  President  had  been  shot,  when 
all  present  rose  to  their  feet,  rushing  toward  the  stage, 
many  exclaiming :  “Hang  him!  hang  him  1”  The 
excitement  was  of  the  wtlde  t  possible  description, 
and  of  course  there  was  no  abrupt  termination  of  the 
theatrical  performance. 

Tnere  was  a  rush  toward  the  President’s  box,  wheo 
cries  were  heard  "  Stand  back  and  give  him  nir  !”— 
“  Has  any  one  stimulants  !”  On  a  ha-ty  examination 
it  was  found  that,  iho  President  had  beam  shot  through 
the  bead  above  and  back  of  tho  temporal  bone,  and 
(hat  some  of  the  brain  was  o<2ing  out.  He  was  re¬ 
moved  to  a  private  house  opposite  the  theatre,  and  the 
Burgeon  General  of  the  Army  and  other  surgeons 
wero  sent  for  to  attend  to  his  condition. 

On  an  examination  of  the  private  box  blood  was 
discovered  on  the  back  of  the  cushioned  rocking  chair 
on  which  the  President  had  been  sitting,  also  on  the 
partition  and  on  the  floor.  A  common  single  barrel!- 
ed  poeki  t  pistol  was  found  on  she  carpel.  •  ^ 

A  military  guard  was  placed  in  front  of  the  private 
residence  to  which-  the.  President  bad  been  conveyed. 
An  immense  crowd  wa3  in  froftt  of  it,  all  deeply  anx- 
.  ious  to  learn  the  condition  of  the  President,  it  had 
been  previously  announced  that. the  wnimd  was  mor¬ 
tal,  but  all  hoped  otherwise.  The  shock  to  the  com¬ 
munity  is  terrible.  At  midnight  the  Cabinet,  wiih 
Messrs.  Sumner.  Colfax  and  Farnsworth,  Judge  Cur¬ 
tis,  Governor  Oglebsv,  Gen.  Meigs,  Col.  Hay,  and  a 
few  personal  friends,  with  Sutgecn  Gen.  Barries  and 
bis  immediate  assistants,  were  around  his  bedside. 

The  President  was  in  a  state  ot  sincope,  totally  in¬ 
sensible  and  breathing  slowly.  The  blood  oozed  from 
the  wound  at  th?  back  of  his  bead.  The  surgeons  ex¬ 
hausted  every  effort  of  medical  skill,  but  all  hope  was 
gone.  The  parting  of  his  family  with  the  dying  Prea¬ 
ider  t  is  too  sad  for  description. 

The  President  and  Mrs.  Lincoln  did  nots'artfor 
the  theatre  until  15  minutes  after  8  o’clock.  Speaker 
Colfax  was  at  ihe  White  Hpnse  at  the  time,  and  tho 
President  slated  to  him  that  he  was  going,  although 
Mrs.  Lincoln  had  not  been  well,  because  the  papers 
bad  announced  that  he  end  General  Grant  were  to  be 
present,  and  as  Gen.  Grant  had  gone  North  he  did 
not  wish  the  audience  to  be  disappointed.  He  went 
wiih  apparent  reluctance,  and  urged’Mr.  Colfax  to  go 
with  him, but  that  gentleman  had  made  other  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  with  Mr.  Ashman  cf  Massachusetts  bid 
him  good-bye. 

When  the  excitement  at  the  theatre  was  at  its  wild¬ 
est  height  reports  were  circnland  that  Secietary  Sew¬ 
ard  had  also  been  assassinated.  On  reaching  this 
gentleman’s  residence,  a  crowd  and  a  military  guard 
were  found  at  the  door,  and  on  entering  it  was  ascer- 
ained  that  the  reports  were  based  on  truth. 


&E  verbody  there  »■<  so  c 


X'iti-d  ti  a-,  scarcely  an  in¬ 


telligible  word  could  ba  gathered;  but  the  lues  are 
substantially  as  follows  : 


jAhout  ten  o'clock  a  man 
call  having  been  at  swered 
said  he  had  come  from  Dr. 
ilv  physician,  with  a  pre  c 


ang  the  door  bell,  and  the 
ya  colon  d  servant,  he 
ifetdi,  Mr.  Seward’*  t  na¬ 
tion,  at  the  same  time 


holding  in  his  band  a  i-nmll  piece  of  fold  d  paper, and 


saying,  in  answer  to  a  le'usi 
Seeretary,  as  he  was  entrus 
tions  concerning  the  m  diei 
going  up,  although  r<  peatec 
con’d  enter  the  chamber. 
v«ni  aside  and  walked  heav 
room,  and  was  theie  met  Ip 
whom  he  demanded  to  see 
same  representation  vhitjl 


that  he  mu-t  see  the 
d  wi  h  particular  direc- 
es.  He  s  ill  insisted  6n 
y  informed  that  no  one 
he  man  pushed  the  ser- 
ly  toward’s  the  Secretary's 
Frederick  Seward,  of 
he  Secretary,  tnakii  g  the 
he  aid  to  the  servant. 


What  fuither  passed  in  the  way  of  colloquy  is  not 
known,  but  the  man  struck  him  on  the  hrad  with  a 
billy,  severely  injuring  the  skull  and  felling  him  ai- 
mo  t  senseless. 

'J  he  assassin  then  ru«hed  into  the  chamber  and  at 
tacked  Maj.ir  Seward,  Payma-ter  of  U.  S.  army,  and 
Mr.  Hansel,  of  the  btate  Department  at  d  two  male 
Servants,  disabling  them  all.  He  then  rushed  upon 
the  Seeretary,  who  was  lying  in  bed  in  the  same  room, 
and  ii  flicied  lime  stabs  in  the  neck,  hut  severing,  it 
is  thought  and  hopi  d,  no- arteries,  though  he  hied  pro¬ 
fusely.  The  assassin  then  rushed  down  st-iirs  unmo¬ 
lested,  mounted  his  l  orse  at  the  door,  and  rode  off 
before  an  alarm  could  be  sourvded,  and  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  assts-in  of  the  President. 

It  is  believed  that  the  injuries  of  the  Secretary  are 
not  fatal,  nor  those  of  either  of  the  oilers,  although 
both  the  Secretary  and  Assistant  S-ctetary  are  very 
seriously  injured.  S  cietaries  Stanton  and  Welles 
and  other  promint  nt  officers  of  ihe-  government  called 
at  Secrtttry  Seward’s  house  to  inquire  into  h>B  con- 
di  ion,  and  there  heard  of  the  assassination  of  the 
President. 


Death  of  Mr.  Lincoln  Officially  Att» 

iiuttiicj>d. 


War  Depaetmiist.  Washington,  ) 
April  15th,  8  A.  M.  ) 

To  Major  Gen  Dix  : 

Ahraham  Lincoln  died  this  morning  at  tweaty-two 
minutes  a/ter  seven  o’clock. 

E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


Fi e?:t.  .  Seward  Dcad-»Tiie  lessen- 

get*  of  the  Stale  IK  pas’imeut  DeaiS. 

Washington,  April  15,  1865. 
The  remains  of  the  President  are  being  laid  out  in 
state  at  the  While  House. 

Frt-dtrick  W.  Seward,  died  at  8  o’clock.  He  re¬ 
mained  unconscious  after, being  stabbed. 

Mr.  Hansell,  messeng*  in  State  Department,  who 
it  the  time  of  the  assassination 


was  with  Mr.  Seward  a 
has  ditd. 


coueeiuing 

W  A8i 

It  is  notv  asccrtiincil 


lilt*  Mittn-dcres-*. 

JNGTOK,  April  15,  8  A.  M. 
’.’ith  reasonable  ceriainity  that 


Wilkes  Booth  was  the 
The  other  was  a  eompa 
known,  hut  whose  desc 
hardly  escape.  Itappea; 
trunk  that  the  murder 
March  but  fell  thiougi 


two  assassins  were  enj  aged  in  the  horrible  crime. 


nan  that  shot  the  President, 
ion  of  his  whoso  name  ia  not 
ption  is  so  clear  that  he  can 
from  a  letter  found  in  Booth’s 
as  planned  before  the  4th  of 
then  becanse  the  sceotnpHce 
hacked  out  uutii  Rich  scad  could  be  heard  from. 
Booth  and  his  accomp  ce  were  nt  the  livery  stable  at 
ind  left  there  with  their  horses 
C  rtly  before  that  hour.  It  would 


6  o’clock  last  evening 
about  10  o’clock, or  sh 


seem  that  they  had  set  :ral  days  been  seeking  their 


chance,  bnt  for  some 


tnknuwn  reason  it  was  not  car¬ 


ried  into  effect  until  la  it  night.  One  of  them  has  e  v- 


idencly  made  his  way 


Wilkes 

3,  Wilkes  Booth, 


;o  Baltimore. 


South  Arrested. 

Washington,  April  15. 
assassinator,  has  been  arrested. 


tie 


Andrew  lo|)ti$on  Inaugurated. 


A  despatch  from 


oath  of  office. 
Sis  tea. 


and 


Washington  at  12  o'clock,  an¬ 


nounces  that  Vice  President  Johnson  has  taken  the 


is  now  President  of  the  United 


ii  l»tt  Hasiltiiigiuii  'I  t  it ye«i  y . 

Saturday  morning  brought  us  the  sad  intelligence  of 
the  most  shocking  crime  in  the  annals  of  our  hi-torv, 
and  are  not  surpa-std  by  any  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  It  came  like. a  shock  from  heaven  upon  the 
whole  community,  paralyzing  the  people  that  all  busi" 
ness  was  su-pended,  and  indeed  with  most  persons  all 
ordeily  thought.  If  it  had  occurred  four  vears  ago  it 
would  not  have  been  unexpected,  for  all  felt  that  the 
Prcsid.nt  and  chief  officers  of  the  nation  were  in  dar. 
ger  every  hour.  But  now  it  was  different;  we  were 
fondly  hoping  thar  we  had  seen  the  worst— that  we 
hid  seen  ail — that  the  end  had  come  ;  and  thoughts 
of  war  were  giving  place  to, hopes  of  peace — all  cries 
of  vengeance  for  the  rebels  and  traitors  were  being 
lost  in  tones  of  mercy,  as  we  would  have  welcomed 
them  once  more  to  the  Union  and  the  shelter  and  pro" 
teetion  cf  the  old  flag. 

And  in  this  action  none  were  more  forward  than 
the  President  and  his  chief  S.  cietary,  who  forgot 
theme  Ives  and  all  personal  for  the  good  of  their  coun¬ 
try  and  the  desire  of  its  resioratiun  to  peace  and  unity 
But  they  were  not  alone ;  the  leading  men  of  the  ad¬ 
ministration  party — Greeley,  Sumner,  Ward  Beecher,- 
and  men  of  thatriiss,  on  whom  they  had  no  claims, 
were  with  them.  Why,  in  God’<  name,  any  man  fa¬ 
vorable  to  the  tehel  cause  could  have  been  so  mad  and 
insane,  under  those  citcumitanees,  as  to  have  done 
such  a  deed — to  have  enacted  such  a  tragedy— passes 
our  comprehension  !  It  is  a  mystery  that  time  alone 
can  solve  They  have  not  only  stricken  down  the  head 
of  the  nation  and  thereby  commuted  a  crime  that  is 
without  parallel  in  this  century,  hut  they  have  mur- 
deie  I  their  own  best  friends,  and  made  their  own  case 
desperate.  No  more  can  they  hope  for  leniency  ;  no 
more  can  they  expect  one  month  o.  he  ..pcusii  to  save 
them  from  the  direst  punishments  known  to  the  law — 
known  to  Christian  civilization. 

The  cry  w  ill  go  out  for  blood,  and  terrible  will  be 
the  punishment — as  terrible  as  hag  been  the  crime. 
We  tremble  at  the  consequence  that  it  may  involve. 

But  while  we  foresee  this  tesultas  in  vitable,  let  ns 
in  the  midst  of  great  calamity  use  all  the  prndt  nee 
and  thoughtfulness  possible.  It  is  time  for  us  to  hum¬ 
ble  ourselves  before  God,  and  to  seek  of  Him  direc¬ 
tion,  and  rot  trust  ourselves  to  the  surging  lido  of 
passion.'  Let  each  man  feel  that  he  is  a  responsible 
guardian  of  the  public  peace,  ami  allow  no  words  or 
action  that  shall  stir  to  deed-  of  violence.  The  masses 
in  torrow — many  actually  in  tears,  as  ihough  death 
had  come  to  their  own  doors  and  heart-tones — are  yet 
terribly  nervous  and  excited.  Let  us  hope  that  was 
has  happened  in  Washington,  will  be  all  of  violence 
and  bloodshed  in  the  lovnl  portion  of  the  country. 

Ttie  death  of  Mr.  L'ncoln  is  a  mournful  event  to 
h is  tamily  and  ihe  nation.  He  has  died  in  the  strength 
of  his  days,  on(w,  &6vyegra  of  age — and  appannily 
when  most  needed  by  the  nation.  For  himself  it  is  net 
so  unfortunate.  His  reemK^"•  made  up,  and  he  can 
cl  >  nothing  to  injure  ft.  It  will  stand  hv  the  record  of 
Washington,  and  his  tarhy-q^.v  that  martytdom  i»  ad¬ 
ded  to  pi.tiiotilftS^fntf  puirty.will  not  be  inferior  to  that 
of  the  Fatber  of  his  Country.  Gloriously  will  he  live 
as  the  Emancipator, who  gave  his  life  for  the  R  public; 
for  none  doubis  he  would  willingly  have  laid  it  down, 
if  that  would  have  restored  the  nation.  Ho  has  acted 
the  part  of  a  wise  statesman,  and  to  the  North  and  the 
South  alike  he  has  exercised  a  fatherly  tend.-rness. — 
Had  he  lived  another  day  or  week,  he  might  have 
made  some  mistake  in  his  policy  ;  now  ha  will  go 
down  in  history  the  Great  Chief  who  lived  and  ruled 
in  the  most  try  tug  and  doubtful  period  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  and  has  left  a  record  unmaired  by  a  mistake. — 
The  country  will  mourn  him  while  time  shall  last. 

As  w.~  write,  all  the  church  bells  are  sounding  his 
dirge  ;  but  more  sadness  is  in  the  voice  of  every  per¬ 
son  we  meet,  than  the  sounding  metal, reminding  us  of 
human  frailty,  can  utter. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  Andrew  Johnson  of  Tennessee, 
has  taken  the  oath  of  office  as  Presidentof  the  United 
States —  the  seventeenth  President  of  the  Republic. 
We  have  faith  that  he  will  show  himself  a  man  fitted 
for  this  occasion — for  tbe  vindication  of  his  own  and 
the  country’s  honor. 

We  ifsae  this  extra,  giving  all  intelligence  in  rela 
tion  to  tbe  tragedy  in  Washington,  up  to  noon,  as  niw 
a  day,  in  the  press  of  events,  seems  to  be  ao  age,  and' 
it  will  be  a  long  period  to  our  regular  issue  o irMell' 
day  morning. 


